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August 20, 1897 



Report of infectious disease in, Japan, July 16 to July S3, 1897 — Continued. 
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* No report. 



MEXICO. 



False rumor of cholera. 

El Paso, Tex., August 9, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge telegram dated Washington, 
D. C, August 9, 1897, referring to a dispatch from El Paso to the New 
York Sun, August 6, saying: "Twenty -five deaths from cholera in 
Ysleta, Mexico, 10 miles from El Paso, probably false. Wire report." 
Immediately upon receipt of same I wired : "Have investigated rumors 
of day before yesterday concerning cholera reported at Ysleta. All the 
cholera I know of is cholera morbus, caused by eating green fruit and 
chile, the Mexican pepper." 

Some two weeks ago a man engaged in delivering ice here died sud- 
denly of cholera morbus. It was found that a few hours before his 
death he ate unripe fruit and green watermelons. Ever since rumors 
have been afloat that genuine cholera caused several deaths in the 
neighborhood and a day or two ago it was reported that several deaths 
occurred from the same disease at Ysleta. Investigating, I found that 
there had been several cases of cholera morbus, no doubt brought about 
as in the case reported at El Paso. However, there was not a single 
fatal case of cholera morbus at Ysleta. 

There is considerable diphtheria at San Elizario, a town some 20 miles 
east of El Paso in El Paso County. It has a population of some 2,000, 
nine-tenths of which population are Mexicans and of Mexican descent. 
The county judge appointed a special physician, believing that quaran- 
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tine measures are necessary in the town of San Elizario on account of 
the prevalence of diphtheria. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, E. Axexandee, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

STATISTICAL B.EPOKTS. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended July 30, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 1,472. No deaths. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended July 30, 1897. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 1,500. One death. No death from contagious disease. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended July 29, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 3,900. No deaths. 

Canada — Nova Scotia — Windsor. — Month of July, 1897. Estimated 
population, 3,000. Total deaths, 4. No deaths from contagious diseases 

Cuba — Manzanillo. — Two weeks ended July 31, 1897. Estimated popu- 
lation, 18,000. Total deaths, 140, including yellow fever, 2, and enteric 
fever, 5. 

Geeat Beitain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended July 31 
correspond to an annual rate of 22.9 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 10,992,524. The highest rate was recorded 
in Liverpool, viz, 32.6, and the lowest in Croydon, viz, 9.9 a thousand. 

London. — Two thousand and twenty-three deaths were registered 
during the week, including smallpox, 1 ; measles, 29 ; scarlet fever, 18 ; 
diphtheria, 41 ; whooping cough, 39 ; enteric fever, 2, and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 459. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual rate 
of 23.6 a thousand. In greater London, 2,636 deaths were registered, 
corresponding to an annual rate of 21.8 a thousand of the population. 
In the "outer ring" the deaths included 15 from diphtheria, 10 from 
measles, 2 from scarlet fever, and 14 from whooping cough. 

Sunderland. — Two weeks ended July 31, 1897. Estimated population, 
142,107. Total deaths, 97, including enteric fever, 1 ; measles, 3, and 
whooping cough, 2. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths- 
registered during the week ended July 31 in the 23 principal town dis- 
tricts of Ireland was 23.2 a thousand of the population. The lowest rate 
was recorded in Tralee, viz, 5.6, and the highest in Sligo, viz, 66.0 a 
thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 153 deaths were registered, including 
scarlet fever, 1 ; whooping cough, 1 ; diphtheria, 3, and enteric fever, 1„ 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the week 
ended July 31 correspond to an annual rate of 18.2 a thousand of the 
population, which is estimated at 1,549,907. The lowest mortality was 
recorded in Aberdeen, viz, 13.5, and the highest in Leith, viz, 21.4 a 
thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from all causes 
was 542, including measles, 5 ; scarlet fever, 5 ; diphtheria, 3 , and 
whooping cough, 22. 



